MAKE IT AT THE
HOME OF MEDIA
& ENTERTAINMENT
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When you make something, make it the best
it can be. Because this is a city where ideas
happen. Follow your heart. Make it unique.
Make it different. Make it inspiring. Make it
exciting. Make content that fills the imagination.
Make a movie that moves audiences. Make a
game that changes the game. Make an app
that clicks with everyone. Make a career move
that takes you places. Make the most of every
opportunity. Make it in Abu Dhabi…

MAKE IT AT TWOFOUR54
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WELCOME TO THE
COORDINATES
OF MEDIA &
ENTERTAINMENT
Named after the geographical location of the United Arab Emirates’ capital, Abu Dhabi
(24° North, 54° East), twofour54 is a globally recognised, tax-free zone offering media
and entertainment companies and professionals the perfect ecosystem to make their
project a success.
Established in October 2008, twofour54 is dedicated to building a fully integrated
environment that ensures the growth and sustainability of the region’s media industry.
A place that some of the biggest names in the industry call home, and where more
than 400 dynamic businesses and hundreds of freelancers work together to thrive
and prosper. This collaborative environment has made us the ideal location for major
local, regional, and international productions and home-grown success stories.
Our strategic location in the Middle East’s economic and cultural hub of Abu Dhabi
has also contributed to our growth. Not only do our businesses have access to cutting
edge technology and infrastructure, but being at the global crossroads connecting
East and West also puts the whole world within easy reach. It’s no wonder that the
World Bank has ranked the UAE first in the Arab world for ease of doing business,
three years in a row*.
*World Bank ‘Ease of Doing Business for the Year 2016’
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INTRODUCING
THE MEDIA ZONE
AUTHORITY
- ABU DHABI
The Media Zone Authority – Abu Dhabi (MZA) was established by the Abu Dhabi
Government in 2008 to empower the emirate as a content creation capital.
It strives to facilitate the growth and development of the Abu Dhabi media industry
through the implementation of conducive, transparent, consistent and effective
regulations and strategic media initiatives, which in turn positively contribute to the
GDP of Abu Dhabi and the UAE. The MZA has leading media and entertainment
entities twofour54 and Image Nation fulfilling this mandate, as well as industry
initiatives such as the Abu Dhabi Film Commission.
The MZA’s licensing team oversees the incorporation and registration of companies
within twofour54, as well as the licensing of their business and dissemination activities.
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MAKE IT
YOUR HOME
The Louvre Abu Dhabi - © TDIC, Architect: Ateliers Jean Nouvel

Saadiyat Beach Club

A CITY WHERE THE EXTRAORDINARY IS MADE POSSIBLE
The capital of the UAE is a vibrant and multi-cultural city driven by opportunity and
long-term strategic plans, affirming its status as a world-class economy. It does this
through diversification, investing in appropriate resources and by integrating with
the global economy.
From golden beaches to some of the world’s most iconic desert landscapes, over two
million of Abu Dhabi’s residents enjoy world-class cultural attractions, theme parks,
gourmet cuisine, outstanding leisure and lifestyle activities, and year-round sunshine.
Iconic landmarks, including the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, Yas Island, Emirates
Palace Hotel, and events, such as the Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi F1 Grand Prix, have
showcased Abu Dhabi to the world. The emirate is also well on its way to becoming
the arts and culture centre of the region, with the much anticipated Louvre Abu Dhabi
museum scheduled to open in the near future.
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Yas Waterworld
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Yas Marina Circuit

Multiple food outlets on campus

Brighton College

MAKE IT
A LIFESTYLE
EXPERIENCE A NEW WAY OF LIFE AT TWOFOUR54
We’re not just designed for business; we also provide an inspiring and exciting
environment for the creative professionals who work here. From the cafés, boutique
restaurants and gyms, to the banks and internationally accredited schools nearby,
such as Brighton College, our self-sufficient campus caters to the needs of both you
and your loved ones.
twofour54 is also only an hour’s drive to Dubai and two hours to the Liwa sand dunes
and Ras Al Khaimah mountains, making it easy for you to travel locally for business
or pleasure. And with seven international airports in the United Arab Emirates putting
you in direct access to over 200 global destinations, travelling the world has never
been this easy.
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Special One Fitness Gym on campus
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Korean Cultural Centre

MAKE IT AT
TWOFOUR54
In addition to our world-class infrastructure and network of partner companies,
twofour54 offers unique advantages that make setting up and running your
media business a success from day one.
• 100% ownership with zero tax
• Easy licensing, business setup and support services
• 30% cash-back production rebate through the Abu Dhabi
Film Commission*
• Access to the Connect Portal, allowing you to engage
with our community
• Exclusive access to private sector and government entity
RFPs and projects through our “Briefing Room”
• A growing pool of hundreds of experienced freelancers
• Customised professional training solutions
• IATA accredited travel services and logistics
• Regular partner networking events and community activities
*Refer to film.gov.ae for terms and conditions
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under the age of

social media subscribers

smartphone users

MAKE IT
IN A GROWING
MARKET
twofour54 is strategically located in Abu Dhabi at the centre of the Middle East & North
Africa (MENA) region; with direct access to the Arab world, one of the fastest growing
media industries on the globe with:
• An audience of over 357 million, with 60% of the population
under the age of 25*
• 53 million social media subscribers**
• 15 million smartphone users, with the UAE having the highest
mobile connections based on population in the world at 187%**
• 66% growth in the number of active mobile social
users in 2015**
• 96% of the UAE have Internet access**
*Source : World Bank
**Source : 2016 Digital Yearbook, We Are Social January, 2016
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MAKE IT WITH
OUR PARTNERS
Join businesses from around the world that call twofour54 home and make the most
of the opportunity to create content for the region. Our campus partners come from
a variety of media sectors, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Digital and Web Development
Gaming
Broadcasting
Film & TV Production
Publishing
Advertising & Marketing Communications
Event Management
Music

With 92%* of our partners looking to expand within the next
three years, there’s no better time for your business to network
and collaborate.
*Study - 2015 Partner Satisfaction Survey
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•
•
•
•
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Business Development & Property Management
Government & Travel Services
Film & TV Services
Talent Development
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Whether you’re a start-up, an established business, or an
ambitious media professional, we’ll help you make it at
twofour54. We can offer all the necessary services and
support you need to succeed through our four business units:
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MAKE IT SIMPLE
As your first point of contact for establishing a presence at twofour54, our Business
Development & Property Management department is here to help you with all of your
set up and licensing requirements, so that your move is as smooth as possible.

BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
& PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
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GETTING STARTED
It’s easier than you think. Our dedicated team is here to guide
you through our simple setup process:
• Business Plan - Submit your detailed business plan, and
schedule a meeting with our Business Development Team
to discuss your proposal.
• Licensing - Apply for a business license and register
your company through the Media Zone Authority, with
support on all legal processes, government requirements,
and logistics.
• Move In - Get in touch with our Government and Travel
Services team for administrative and logistical support
on visas, insurance, travel arrangements and more.
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MAKE IT YOUR OWN SPACE
We offer a variety of office space options on campus to suit businesses of every size:
• Flexi Desk - One desk in a shared open area with shared
Internet connection and local telephone extension, perfect
for individuals.
• Serviced Offices - Furnished and ready-fitted, with utilities
and Internet connections, so you can hit the ground running.
• Ready Fitted - Basic unfurnished offices with meeting rooms
and Internet connections, leaving you room to plan, design
and decorate your space.
• Shell and Core - “Blank canvas” office space enabling you
to create your perfect creative environment.
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CONNECT PROGRAMME
Once you’re licensed, you’ll have access to twofour54 Connect,
a unique online portal for our campus partners where they can
access resources, share news, search for freelance talent,
access special offers and much more. This platform makes
it easy for you to stay up to date with the latest industry
developments, complete all necessary application forms online
and register for upcoming events.
The portal is also home to the Briefing Room, where you can
post briefs for campus partners to work on, as well as gain
exclusive access to private sector and government entity RFPs
and projects.
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MAKE IT SEAMLESS
Focus your attention on running your media business, and leave all the logistics to
our Government & Travel Services department. From visas and permits to registrations
and flight bookings, our team will act as your central point of contact for all ongoing
administrative and logistical processes.

GOVERNMENT SERVICES
Our dedicated team will liaise on your behalf with government
authorities throughout the UAE, for visas, registration, customs,
and much more, reducing transaction times and speeding up
approvals. Once you are a campus partner, you’ll have your own
Client Relationship Manager dedicated to assisting you with
your requirements.

TRAVEL SERVICES
Our IATA accredited agency offers comprehensive travel
solutions and logistics for campus partners, as well as
companies and individuals involved in twofour54 projects.
Our experienced travel team has negotiated competitive
agreements for flight bookings, accommodation and hospitality
services with major international airlines and hotel chains.
They also offer full cargo logistics, from everyday postage and
courier services to large-scale freight.
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GOVERNMENT
&TRAVEL
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MAKE IT A SUCCESS
Let us help you make your next production a success. With award-winning multilingual
staff and extensive experience across all formats, our Film & TV Services department can
handle every aspect of any production, from pre-production to the final edit.
International Hollywood & Bollywood blockbuster films
Star Wars: The Force Awakens
Fast & Furious 7
Dishoom
Baby
Bang Bang
War Machine
The Bourne Legacy
International TV shows
Top Gear UK
The Bold and the Beautiful
Today (USA)
Regional TV programmes
Iftah Ya Simsim
Haret El Sheikh
ET Bil Arabi
Al Ikhwa
Sanaood Baad Qalel
Mansour
Hob Fe Al Arbaeen
Welada mn Al Kasera

FILM & TV
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Star Wars: The Force Awakens, Lucasfilm Ltd.

Whether you’re looking to create a corporate film, or produce the next big television
drama or feature film, our team has the skills and experience to make it world-class.

STUDIOS

PRODUCTION SERVICES

With seven TV studios that range in size from 60m
to 650m2, as well as a virtual studio and an outdoor
backlot that’s 5400m2, we can accommodate
productions of varying scales and requirements.
2

Our studios are ideal for lifestyle or magazine
programmes, news channels, drama series,
TV commercials and most productions. In fact,
Sky News Arabia, one of the region’s leading news
channels, also broadcasts 24 hours a day from
our studios to over 50 million households across
the Middle East and North Africa, and CNN’s
Middle East hub broadcasts daily programming
directly from Abu Dhabi.

Our Film and TV Production Services team have
some of the finest talent, facilities and equipment
in the Middle East and are dedicated to helping
you bring your production to life. We offer full
assistance throughout the production process,
including planning, budgeting, scheduling and advice
on the most cost-effective ways to shoot in the UAE.
You’ll also benefit from on the ground support and
assistance with all necessary film permits.
Companies such as the Walt Disney Company,
Lucasfilm Ltd, Universal Pictures, Sony Pictures,
Netflix and many more have utilised our range of
production service offerings.

POST-PRODUCTION
From feature films to showreels, corporate films
and documentaries, we have the industry’s
best technology and leading talent delivering
a range of world-class projects to big screens
and boardrooms around the world. Our recently
upgraded facilities include 15 HD multi-use
post-production suites, a 17-seat 4K screening
room, and are the region’s only facilities with both
Baselight and DaVinci colour grading systems,
ensuring you get the highest quality finish for
your project.
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DRIVING ABU DHABI’S FILM AND TELEVISION INDUSTRY
As a Media Zone Authority – Abu Dhabi initiative, the Abu Dhabi
Film Commission (ADFC) was established to promote Abu Dhabi
as the Middle East’s leading film location, as well as to attract and
support regional and international film projects to the emirate.

Star Wars : The Force Awakens – Liwa Desert

The Bold & The Beautiful – Emirates Palace

ADFC provides access to a generous 30% cash-back rebate* on
productions, including feature films, television dramas (including series),
commercials, other television formats, such as lifestyle, reality, game
shows and entertainment programmes shot in Abu Dhabi. In addition,
it also offers a variety of services including:
• Free scouting assistance
• An online production guide of experienced, professional crew
and suppliers
• Access to a library with more than 250 location images
For more information on how ADFC can assist with your next
production visit film.gov.ae
*terms and conditions apply
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GT Academy – Yas Marina Circuit
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Fast & Furious 7 – Etihad Towers

MAKE PROMISING CAREERS
We understand that having the right people, with the right skill sets, is key to success.
With our Talent Development initiatives, we make it easy for you to recruit, train and
foster young Arab talent.
Our Talent Development initiatives include a variety of training solutions for businesses
and individuals, as well as workshops, collaborative spaces, and internship
opportunities.

TAILORED TRAINING SOLUTIONS
We offer a range of tailored professional training solutions
delivered in collaboration with our strategic partners and
consultants. These courses and workshops can be customised
according to your specific needs, and are available in both
Arabic and English. Our training covers a variety of disciplines,
including PR, graphic design, communications, digital media,
TV broadcasting, photography, editing, production and more.
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TALENT
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CREATIVE LAB
Our commitment to sustaining the media industry in Abu Dhabi
goes beyond creating opportunities for businesses. We are
dedicated to nurturing a new generation of talented Arab media
professionals by helping them find their calling in the exciting
world of content creation.
To enhance networking and sharing of ideas between members,
creative lab offers an online platform, as well as a physical space,
#thelab, where we organise and host a range of workshops and
discussions featuring expert speakers.
With workstations, a meeting room, a fully equipped recording
studio, a video editing lab and a lounge; it’s the perfect venue to
work, meet and connect.
In addition, creative lab offers opportunities for young Arabs to
gain real-life experience by shadowing professionals on TV and
film productions and interning with industry leaders.
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MAKE IT HAPPEN
Contact us and discuss your future at twofour54.
Sheikh Zayed Street,
Opposite Khalifa Park
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Tel: +971 2 401 2454
Email: info@twofour54.com
Website: twofour54.com

40

+971 2 401 2454
info@twofour54.com
twofour54.com
Follow us on

